SPECIAL THANK-YOUS


We want to thank people for their tremendous help and friendship:  To the extent that iluvcamp came close to fulfilling its promise, it did so because of  wonderful people.  We want, from the bottom of our hearts, to thank these people and to issue them a special apology for failing to fulfill this dream.

ILUVCAMP MEMBER CAMPS—We want to thank all of those camps who placed their faith in us.  We especially want to thank our “pioneer camps”, who participated with us last summer when (at least it seemed) the risks were greatest.  Sadly, it is these camps whose families have experienced, and will henceforth most expect, the joys of iluvcamp.  

Several camps and camp people deserve special mention.  

As always, our relatives and mentors, the Ragsdales, were wonderfully supportive.  We had our first iluvcamp “film party” at their home.  Thank you, Kathy, Si, Jane and Jeep.  We love you.

In the Southeast, we have received constant guidance and feedback from many camps—none more than Tom Rosenberg at Blue Star, Jim Miller at Greystone and Jon Brooks at Rockmont.

If every camp promoted iluvcamp with the same class and zeal with which Laity Lodge and TBarM promoted it, we would still be going strong.  Thank you, Kevin Mayne.  Thank you, Turpins and team.

The camps in the Northeast have taught us a lot--sometimes as customers and sometimes as friends.  Dave Tagar, Scott Brody, Mitch Reiter, Adam Langbart, and Mark Honigsfeld: you have been great as both.

From the beginning, Jordan Coleman has worked with us as a valued friend and consultant.  Two years ago, we recognized that Jordan was the most capable and accomplished technologist in the camping industry.  Today, we recognize that Jordan is, an exceptionally capable and accomplished technologist PERIOD AND WITHOUT QUALIFICATION.  Again and again, we saw professional technologists awe-struck by both his technical mind and his ability to communicate.  Thank you, George and Marla, for “lending” Jordan to us.

In the West, we have benefited enormously from our association with the Horner Family and Saul Rowan.  They are great camp people and great friends.

And a big thank you, from our hearts, to ALL our camps, too numerous to mention, for your cooperation and partnership in trying to collectively reach our dream.

Finally, we need to thank our own camps, Camp Balcones Springs and Camp Champions.  For the better part of two years, they have been “guinea pigs” for the iluvcamp experiment. They also have had to operate with comparatively little help from us.  Paul, Trisha, Joe, Marietta, Jeff, Stefanie, Deanna and Bret:  You have done beautifully without us.

OUR ADVISORY BOARD—Over eighteen months ago, we asked several good friends to join our Advisory Board and to help us build the iluvcamp dream.  At that time, we were an unknown and unproven concept, so they took significant risks in supporting us.  They did so out of both friendship to us and a desire to help camps do things that camps could not otherwise do for themselves.  We will never be able to thank these advisors enough for their support but hope that the camp world will recognize their noble intentions.

Tony Stein is like a brother.  When we do things right, he tells us.  When we do things wrong, he tells us.  He is smart, he is fun and he loves camping deeply.  He and his brother George carry the “Stein” camping heritage with remarkable grace.  Their father would be proud.  

Don Cheley is Mr. Camping.  No one personifies the American Camping movement more than Don.  Also, when it comes to what is right for camping, no one knows “true north” better than Don.  Finally, for no one, is “the right thing for camping” a greater motivating force in life.  How privileged we feel to have had Don as our advisor and friend.  

Through thick and thin, George Coleman has been a wonderful friend and a wise advisor.  What he and Marla have done in less than twenty years at Coleman Country Day Camp is nothing less than miraculous.  Those that really know George, love him.  Those that do not love him, need to get to know him.

Jay Jacobs once told us that, when he dies, everyone will attend his funeral—just to make sure that he is dead.  Everyone knows that he is creative, outspoken, brash, hard-driving and successful.  What many do not recognize—and what we now know—is that he is as good a partner as God has made.  Our friendship with Jay has been one of the great bonuses of the iluvcamp experience.

Rodger Popkin served on our advisory board for only a brief period.  When critics questioned his involvement as both ACA President and iluvcamp advisor, he served the interests of both—and completely sacrificed his own—by resigning from our Advisory Board.  A few have criticized Rodger for his involvement.  Almost no one has thanked him for what, at least at the time, seemed to be a major personal sacrifice.  However, one great camping friend, who intimately knew the facts, taught these gentile Texans a new word when he called Rodger what he is:  “a mensch.”

OUR ASSOCIATES—The greatest thing about iluvcamp are our associates.  Perhaps never in the history of camping has such a phenomenal group of people been brought together in one single company.  They come from camps and technology; from north, south, east and west; from resident camps and day camps; from the Christian camping movement and the Jewish camping movement.  It could be many, many, many years before anyone assembles a more distinguished and diverse group of camp professionals.

Sadly, many of these people now need jobs.  If you have a need, hire one.  Call us, if you are interested.  You won’t be sorry.

OUR PARTNERS—Every company needs great partners.  We were blessed to have many.

The American Camping Association has been a wonderful partner and supporter.  At a time when it could have been bureaucratic and small, the ACA Board was visionary and big.  As a partner, we appreciate your support.  As a member, we applaud your courage.  Thank you—Rodger, Peg, Chuck, Susan, and all the rest of the Board as well for doing what is right but hard rather than what is easy but wrong.

It’s hard to imagine a more devoted supporter than Bob Kobielush and Christian Camping International.  Bob is a futurist, who sees things before the rest of us see them.  Bob saw the promise of iluvcamp and what it could do for his members.  He never stuck a wet finger into the air to gauge the political winds.  Instead, he lead.  With courage.  Thank you, Bob.

Lenny Silberman and the Jewish Community Centers of America have been supporters almost from the beginning.  We feel fortunate to have gotten to know Lenny and to call him our friend.  If you don’t know him, get to know him.  He is a loveable person and a wonderful advocate for camping.  

Kim Bregman and Nancy Diamond of KidsCamps have been serving the camping industry’s Internet needs for over five years.  At a time when they might have felt competitive with iluvcamp, they were refreshingly positive and supportive.  From Kim and Nancy, we have learned a lot about being a good partner.  If you are not their partner, you should be.

Michael Cohen and Randy Siegel of Cloz:  They were willing to join us in our entrepreneurial odyssey.  They have a devotion to camps and an insistence on excellence that make them a great asset to our industry.   If camps are smart, they will recognize the service that henceforth Cloz will be uniquely positioned to bring to camps.  We hope that you will use them.  


OUR INVESTORS—Our investors invested $8 million into our company.  We daresay that, in the 140-year history of camping, no group has ever invested that much in a camp-related start-up.  They invested not just to earn a return but also to help people. They (and we) will lose every penny.  

OUR FAMILIES—In the past year, the demands of iluvcamp have caused us to spend less time with our families.  Nevertheless, our families have loved us and supported us throughout.  We are blessed to have them and hope one of the silver linings around this otherwise dark cloud will be that we will be better daddies, husbands, brothers and sons.    

YOUR CAMP FAMILIES—Last but not least, we want to thank the many camp families, whom we tried to serve.  In our offices, we have dozens of camper photographs posted on our walls.  In our files, we have hundreds of letters/quotes that you have sent us from your families.  This summer, we will grieve that we were unable to continue to serve them and you the way that we had intended, but we will forever keep these photos and letters as reminders of a great dream that we could not quite fulfill.   

